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In the late 1990s and early 2000s, al-Qaeda became a household word associated with the 
gravest, bloodiest atrocities committed against Americans and their allies in the developing 
world. One of al-Qaeda’ s largest state sponsors were the Taliban rulers in Afghanistan. Both 
espoused a radical, fundamentalist Islamic collectivism which opposed Marxism and capitalism. 
However, it should be noted that the critique of capitalism as espoused by al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban assumed much of the rhetoric of Third World Marxists. In addition, despite strategic 
retreats by the Taliban regarding Western and domestic private investments, its government 
embarked on developing a collectivist system where the economy was strictly controlled. 
Adherence to and the molding of an Islamic society and international revolution was of 
paramount importance to the Taliban. Lastly, despite the distrust of Marxists, the Taliban and al- 
Qaeda also forged alliances and ties with Russia, Red China, Cuba, and North Korea based on 
the mutual advantages derived from such relations. Such benefits included access to hard 
currency, weapons, and the common goal of injuring American and Israeli interests. This paper 
will discuss the points mentioned in the preceding sentences. 

Al-Qaeda leaders also left open the door for the joint cooperation between Islamists and 
socialists as a means of injuring American and Zionist power. Bin Laden stated in a 2003 
speech: “They (US soldiers) only fight for capitalists, usury takers, and the merchants of arms 
and oil, including the gang of crime at the White House... Under these circumstances, there will 
be no harm if the interests of Muslims converge with the interests of the socialists in the fight 
against the crusaders, despite our belief in the infidelity of socialists. The jurisdiction of the 
socialists and those rulers has fallen a long time ago. Socialists are infidels wherever they are, 
whether they are in Baghdad or Aden. The fighting, which is waging and which will be waged 
these days, is very much like the fighting of Muslims against the Byzantine in the past. And the 
convergence of interests is not detrimental. The Muslims' fighting against the Byzantine 
converged with the interests of the Persians. And this was not detrimental to the companions of 
the prophet. 

The former al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden made a speech in 2010, which was 
overlaid with Marxist undertones: “Thus the bitter truth has become clear; namely, the world is 
hijacked by the owners of giant corporations. They are leading this world to the precipice. The 
policies of the world today are not planned by the wise to promote the interests of mankind but 
by the momentum provided by the greedy looters of oil, warmongers, and the wild beasts of 
capitalism... Owners of giant corporations and their agent politicians must be held accountable 
and be punished in order to stop harming humanity. This can easily be done by the US people, 
especially those who were harmed by Hurricane Katrina, and the unemployed as a result of the 
economic crisis. The perpetrators are living among them, especially in Washington, New York, 
and Texas. Look at their stand at the Denmark conference. Their stand demonstrated their 
deception and lack of seriousness in exerting the necessary effort to treat climate change, apart 
from dissociating themselves from the previous disasters and their refusal to pay compensations 
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to the victims. They continue to insist on tampering with world climate to collect money, even if 
this is done at the expanse of the souls of our children. ” 2 

The Red Chinese also forged alliances with Middle Eastern socialist and Islamic regimes 
and “liberation ” movements since the 1950s. Beijing saw this alliance as a revolutionary front to 
roll back Western political and military influence in the critical region of the Middle East. 
Islamist terrorists would prove to be reliable, highly motivated terror cadres who were willing to 
die to injure the United States itself. China provided copies of the Soviet SA-7 SAMs to the 
Taliban and al Qaeda before and after the attacks of 9/11. Chinese PLA forces also reportedly 
trained al Qaeda and Taliban forces during this time period. 3 China’s Premier Zhu Rongji joked 
to businessmen at the Bao Forum for Asia that: “Japan bought many huge buildings in New 
York, but luckily they didn ’t buy the World Trade Center. If he had bought them, now the 
Japanese would be sadder than the Americans. ” Executives and politicians were reportedly 
“roaring with laughter. ” 4 The Chinese paid Osama Bin Laden several million dollars for 
unexploded American-made cruise missiles left over from the 1998 attacks on al Qaeda camps. 
The Libyan al-Qaeda agent Lased Ben Heni admitted “With these weapons he (Bin Laden) has 
boosted his financial resources. From every part of the world, businessmen who hate Americans 
have come to study American missile strategy. In particular, businessmen have come from 
China. He works a great deal with China. He ’s got good relations with them. ” 5 The Chinese 
propaganda apparatus also produced DVDs which praised the 9/11 attacks as humbling the 
arrogant imperialist power of the United States. The agencies responsible for producing these 
DVDs were the Xinhua information agency, Beijing Television and China Central Television. 

One Beijing Television documentary called Attack America had this to say about the al- 
Qaeda aggression on 9/1 1 : “This is the America the whole world has wanted to see. Blood debts 
have been repaid in blood. America has bombed other countries and used its hegemony to deny 
the natural rights of others without paying the price. Who until now has dared to avenge the 
hurts inflicted by unaccountable Americans? ” Another Chinese film stated: “Look at the panic 
in their faces as they wipe off the dust and crawl out of their strong buildings - now just a heap 
of rubble. We will never fear these people again, they have been shown to be soft-bellied paper 
tigers. ” Another video stated “We guys are all Americans, our government is used to bullying 
people. We guys always have our hands on too much, this time our own people got hurt. ” 6 In 
May 2004, Chinese intelligence front companies assisted al Qaeda in raising and laundering 
money. 7 
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